
 

 

At St. Merkorious Charity, we assist the less fortunate to relieve them of the misery 
that builds up when hunger consumes every waking moment with thoughts of 
desperation and futility. Our program opens the way for people to realise that they 
are not forgotten, and that someone cares enough to visit them, talk to them, and 
support them in their time of need. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mon 5 Nov 2018 SMC and St. Merkorious Church Rhodes outreach meal for 
those in need (Volunteers needed) 

Sun 11 Nov 2018 Day at the Bay (Volunteers needed) 

Fri 16 Nov 2018 Sydney Street Feast 10am-2pm (Volunteers needed) 

Thu-Fri 29-30 Nov 2018 SMC Christmas Hamper Packing 
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Unit 3, 6-20 Braidwood Street 

Strathfield South, 2136 NSW 

 0478 760 450  (02) 9799 9954 

 charity@stmerkorious.com.au 

 www.stmerkorious.org 

 

PAYCE FOUNDATION VISIT- 8 JUNE 

We welcomed our dear friends from PAYCE Foundation as they visited us 
to discuss the advice and improvements to our kitchen given to us by Chef 
Shane. We were also honoured to be invited to work in collaboration with 
PAYCE Foundation’s newest mammoth project, Sydney Street Feast, 
which will be held on Friday November 16. 

St. Merkorious Charity role will be to handle the catering of a BBQ for 
over 500 homeless and corporates who will come together to share a 
meal. We will also be providing goodie bags with toiletries and sanitary 
products. We will need as many volunteers on the day as possible and if 
you are able to help for a few hours, please call Amira on 0478 760 450. 

Paula Nicolas                           
Founder and President  



 

CAKE DECORATING COURSE- 14 JUNE 

Lisa Zacca volunteered her time and was kind enough to 
share her talents and help raise funds for St. Merkorious 
Charity by holding a cake decorating course for our 
volunteers and friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day was filled with laughter and fun as the ladies 
learnt how to work with fondant, icing, decorations and 
ganache to create delicious masterpieces. All monies 
collected from the course go towards feeding the many 
struggling families and individuals. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  



 

CASIMIR CATHOLIC COLLEGE SPIRITUALITY DAY- 23 JULY 

As part of Spirituality Day, 10 staff members from Casimir Catholic College offered their spiritual 
growth time to volunteer with St. Merkorious Charity. We were thrilled to be chosen to part of their 
experience and we welcomed the extra helping hands. Half the group helped at our Fairfield service, 
while the other half remained at the Centre to assist with preparing meals and hampers for our 
clients.  

The feedback was very positive, and the 
teachers felt the day was so rewarding that 
they offered to come back and volunteer 
during the school holidays. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

FOODBANK- 27 JULY  

Newly appointed, Adam Loftus (School Breakfast 4 Health and Agencies Coordinator) from Foodbank, came 
to visit and familiarise himself with how our Charity assists the community. Foodbank is a non-profit 
organization which acts as a pantry to charities and groups who feed the hungry. Foodbank has supplied us 
with many of our ingredients and household items for our hampers and the focus of his visit was to discuss 
how Foodbank can best support us moving forward. 

TONY BOURKE MP VISIT- 3 AUGUST  

We welcomed a visit from the Hon. Tony Bourke MP who has continued to demonstrate his ongoing 
support. While here, he invited us to apply for a Government grant which we may be eligible for. These 
grants will help us reach more members of the community and meet the increasing demands placed 
upon our Charity. 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

PAYCE SYDNEY STREET CHOIR CORPORATE CHALLENGE - 7 AUGUST  

We were excited to attend and support the PAYCE Foundation’s annual Sydney Street Choir 
Corporate Challenge held at Martin Place. Despite the cold wind and rain, the audience filled the 
Amphitheatre as homeless and corporate bodies united and performed inspirational vocal and 
musical classics. It was an amazing experience to see how much happiness and fulfilment this 
initiative brings to the homeless and disadvantaged and those involved. Congratulations to PAYCE for 
organising this fantastic event that brought together people from all different walks of life. 

  



 
NTO- 10 AUGUST 

Members from the National Training 
Organisation (NTO) met with St. Merkorious 
Charity to organise Smart and Skilled funding to 
train our regular, dedicated volunteers. This 
course will increase their skills and confidence 
while also certifying them in the hospitality 
industry. The course content includes basics such 
as food preparation and handling practices. 

WEDDING EXPO- 19 AUGUST  

Always looking at new avenues to promote St. 
Merkorious Charity and help others we decided to 
participate in the Wedding Expo Sydney at Olympic Park. 
The aim was to inform brides of the various ways they 
can make their day extra special by helping those in 
need, for example, donating a portion of the gifts to St. 
Merkorious; offering a donation on behalf of the guests; 
donating unwanted flowers which would be gifted to the 
elderly and sick that we visit; donating wedding and 
bridesmaid dresses or suits after the event which would 
be very much appreciated by those less fortunate to use 
on their big day; consider using some of our suppliers 
who have agreed to donate a portion of their profits to 
St. Merkorious Charity, for example Bonbonniere 
suppliers and florists. The event saw hundreds of excited 
brides and their entourages who were very impressed 
with the work we do at our Charity. 

 

 
               
               
               
               
               
  

  

  

 

 

    

    

 

 



 

JESUS CARES- 23 AUGUST 

St. Merkorious Charity is always open to supporting other charities and the work they 
do, especially if it is fulfilling Christ’s mission, and we were very happy to share our 
food supplies with Jesus Cares. We offered trays of assorted rolls and sandwiches to 
help feed the homeless. Together, we are stronger than one. 

 

 

ST. MARY’S FEAST- 28 AUGUST  

On St. Mary’s Feast Day, we catered for the elderly members of St. Abanoub Parish. The delicious 
feast was enjoyed by all and many prayers and blessings were wished upon all involved with mission 
of St. Merkorious Charity.  

 



 

CAKE DECORATING COURSE- 31 AUGUST 

A special thanks to Huguette Azzi for leading our Cake 
Decorating Course. The ladies thoroughly enjoyed creating 
cakes with her knowledge and creativity as well as tips and 
tricks. 

 

 



 

FAIRFIELD SERVICE  

This initiative continues to be a success, with the Community Hall reaching capacity every week. Our 
guests love coming together to share a meal and be part of community that cares. 

  

FAIRFIELD HUB 

Popular as ever, the Hub allows disadvantaged community members to take home pre- 
loved clothing, homewares toys. Free haircuts are extremely popular. Once again, we 
would like to thank all those who have donated items to help others in need. 



 

Stay updated via Social Media: 

 
@stmerkorious 

 
St Merkorious Charity 

 
charity@stmerkorious.com.au 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER PACKS 

It’s that time of the year where we aim to give joy to others, especially those who are without. 
Each year we prepare and distribute over 1,000 hampers to the homeless, the elderly, the 
disabled, those who are struggling financially. If you would like to help bring joy to others you 
can either come along and help pack the hampers on the evening of 29th and 30th November or 
help with donating goods. You can drop off any donations of non-perishable items to our Centre 
by 25th November. Ideas for hamper fillers include pasta, rice, canned food, flour, household 
cleaners, hygiene products etc. All donations of any quantity are greatly appreciated and will 
make a difference in the lives of others. 

A WORD FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

Hello friends of St. Merkorious Charity. For those who have not met me yet, I’m Dianna Georges and 
I am thrilled to join the team here at SMC and head the Development Office. I’ve taken the role of 
raising funds and building relationships with our many present and future patrons to help fulfil the 
mission of St. Merkorious Charity. 

Please feel free to call or send an email if you would like to know how you can help through donations 
of goods or financial sponsorship. Alternatively, you can call to have a chat and share your ideas on 
how we can make St. Merkorious Charity a household name. My contact details are 
diannag@stmerkorious.com.au or 0404 889 134. 

Our big annual fundraising event, Day at the Bay is fast approaching, and we would love to see all our 
old and new friends enjoy this family day at the park. Spread the word and bring along family 
members, work colleagues and friends. For those who are fit enough or just like a challenge, register 
now and get your entrance number for the 7km Bay Run/Walk. Otherwise, just come along and enjoy 
the company. 

Christmas is around the corner and many families will go without. Our Christmas hampers and Toy 
Drive bring joy to many suffering people and any gift great or small is well appreciated. Please help 
where possible and drop off any dry panty products or unused toys to our Centre by 25th November 
2018.   

Thank you to those I have met so far and for making me feel part of the SMC family. I look forward to 
meeting you all, as we share the common goal of compassion. 
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